Abstract: 
As the science community advocates for open science to create a more accessible inquiry and discovery process, understanding Indigenous governance in both mining and data policy is vital. Heavy metal mining has negatively impacted many Indigenous communities in Arizona, where 40% of mines are on or bordering Indigenous communities. The mining industry serves as an example that when Indigenous communities do not have the power to protect their own communities and ecosystems, resource extraction dominates, often against a community’s own desires. In this presentation, we will discuss lack of tribal consultation in the General Mining Law and NEPA, the importance of mining reclamation that incorporates Indigenous knowledge, and how calls for open science that don’t consider the CARE Principles may be opening up tribal nations to further intellectual and resource extraction.
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